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Dear AISA Community, 

 

Esol Education and AISA Board of Directors are pleased to announce the appointment 

of Mr. Patrick (‘Pat’) Rich as the next director of AISA. Patrick will take up this position 

in August 2018, following the retirement of our current director, Mr. Gareth Jones.  Esol 

Education conducted a thorough world-wide search and we are confident that in Pat, 

we have found the ideal candidate to move AISA forward. 

 

Pat hails from the USA and has spent the past eight years at Korea International School 

(KIS) in Seoul, Korea. He is currently the Deputy Director of KIS, a high performing 

2,000 student school.  Prior to KIS, Pat was a principal at Mont’Kiara International 

School in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Pat is proud to have developed a ‘family-like’ 

culture at his schools – something we also value at AISA. He will bring AISA the 

benefits of a diverse international experience, build on all of our existing programs, and 

develop a collaborative culture and positive partnerships with the larger community. 

 

We are also delighted to announce that Pat’s wife, Danielle, will take on the position of 

elementary principal, after the retirement of Mary Pittman-Jones. Danielle is also from 

the USA, and has been the Elementary Principal of the KIS for the past 6 years. She has 

done great work in curriculum development at KIS, creating a transdisciplinary program 

that has led to high student achievement. 

 

AISA Director Mr. Gareth Jones and Elementary Principal Mrs. Mary Pittman-Jones 

will be working closely with Pat and Danielle over the next nine months, including 10 

days in March that Pat and Danielle will spend at AISA, to ensure a smooth handover.   

Gareth and Mary will continue with the great job that they have been doing for 10 years 

at AISA, including guiding the school through the next ADEC inspection in March 

2018.   We will take time in the spring to thank Gareth and Mary for the outstanding 

work they’ve done at AISA and wish them a relaxing retirement. 

 

 

Best Regards, 

Bassam Abushakra 
Bassam Abushakra 

Regional Director 

 
 


